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tale could not have been written in the tenth century ; the character of the 
rhyme seems to indicate a time much later than that given for the author- 
ship. As to the lapse of time, the suggestion may be ventured that the 
idea is derived from Psalms xc. 4 : " A thousand years in thy sight are but 
as yesterday when it is past." (See also 2 Peter iii. 8.) At all events, 
such is the idea embodied in the narration. 

In the second part of the volume, Mr. Alfred Nutt, writing not as an 
expert in Irish literature, but under the guidance of scholars such as H. 
Zimmer, W. Stokes, and others, undertakes to discuss the general subject 
of the stories relating to an island Elysium. He recites parallel Irish 
legends relating to the heroes Connla, Cuchulainn, and others, refers to 
the accounts of the voyages of St. Brendan and of Maelduin, to Irish 
visions of the Christian heaven, and considers the general relations of Irish 
heathen and Christian literature. Two types of Irish fairy tales are 
examined, in which the Side, or fairies, are declared to dwell in a blessed 
isle, and where they are supposed to inhabit hills contiguous to human 
dwellings. Finally, the writer offers some discussion of early Jewish, 
Greek, Roman, Scandinavian, Iranian, and Hindu relations concerning 
their respective Elysiums. He concludes by attempting to present a 
chronological scheme for such literature. The essay, covering a wide ter- 
ritory, will be found suggestive to students of mythology. 

A word of protest may here be permitted, intended to apply, not so 
much to the title of the present volume, as to the habit of students of 
Celtic tongues and their literatures. The term Celtic stands on a level 
with the term Aryan. There are Celtic languages, as Aryan languages, 
but it is not at all certain that there exist either Celtic or Aryan legends. 
Let us talk of Irish, Welsh, and Bretons, but not of Celts. The condition 
of Celtic studies is only retarded by such unwarranted generalization. 
Let the eponymic Celt, who is obliged to father so many children dubious 
or illegitimate, repose with Brute the Trojan, the eponymic founder of the 
two Britains. 

W. W.N. 
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